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George and Marie Davis were a married couple, each with a significant legacy in education. They operated 
during a time of limited learning opportunities for African Americans, but their efforts helped to improve 
educational equity in North Carolina. 

George Davis was born in Wilmington, NC in 1863. 
He attended Wilmington’s Gregory Institute and 
began teaching school in Laurinburg, S. C. at age 15. 
He arrived at Biddle Institute, now Johnson C. Smith 
University, in Charlotte in the late 1870s, graduating 
with an A.B. degree in 1883 at age 20. He then 
attended Howard University in Washington, D. C.  
to study medicine. 

The faculty at Biddle encouraged him to come back 
to teach, which he did in 1885 as the first African-
American professor at Biddle. He received his Ph.D. 
in 1900 and was later appointed Dean of the Faculty. 

In 1891, George Davis married Marie Gaston. 
Together they had seven children. In 1908, with 
her children mostly grown, Marie went to work for the Charlotte School 
System as a teacher in African-American schools. In 1913, she became 
the principal of Charlotte’s Fairview Colored School, remaining in that 
position for 32 years until her death in 1945. Fairview Colored School 
was the first brick school for African Americans in Charlotte and “the 
pride of the community.” In 1953, the Marie G. Davis School in Charlotte 
was named in her honor. 

Each summer for more than 20 years the Davises taught a summer school 
at Biddle to provide continuing education to African-American teachers in 
the local school systems. Over the years, this greatly raised the quality of 
education for African Americans in Charlotte and the surrounding area. 

In 1920-21, Dr. Davis retired from Biddle Institute to join the North 
Carolina Department of Public Instruction with responsibility for the 
Rosenwald School construction program. Julius Rosenwald was President 
of Sears, Roebuck and Company. He was convinced by Booker T. 
Washington that he could do good by offering matching grants to rural 
communities in the south to build school buildings for African Americans. 

By 1932, George Davis had been responsible for raising $666,736 from 
African-American communities around the state for Rosenwald schools. 
At that time, there were 787 schools, 18 homes and eight shops partially 
built by the fund in the state. In Mecklenburg County, there were 26 
Rosenwald schools. Marie accompanied her husband on many of these 
trips, speaking to the crowds and meeting with community leaders.

George and Marie Davis are buried in Charlotte in Pinewood Cemetery.

George and Marie Davis worked 
tirelessly to improve educational 
equity to African Americans in  
North Carolina.
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